Ecology-New Models

From a Buddhist perspective, transforming the relationship between humans and  nature is not  only beneficial from an ecological perspective but from a spiritual perspective as well.  Through observing and living in harmony with nature, rather than trying to establish dominence  over it, is a crucial step to understanding the concept of interdependence.  The ability to understand the inextricable interconnectedness of all sentient beings allows for a sense of “interbeing”. Interbeing is the term used  by the well-known monk, Thich Naht Hanh, to describe the concept of non-self—the idea that we are all made upon entirely non-self elements and that our relationships to all living things are at the center of our self-conception.  In relationships with others and with nature  compassion must  be the overriding principle.  As we come to understand the nature of interbeing and the universality of suffering we are moved to treat all beings with loving kindness and compassion,similar to the Christian notion of universal  love.


Buddhism also understands nature to be a manifestation of dharma. Dharma is very wirdely interpreted. In this context I would like to offer dharma  as the?????. 

Ecological transformation is thus linked to spiritual  transformation in a compelling way.  The tanglble manifestations of this transformation are most needed in the areas of science & technology, education,and agriculture.  The current trend is unlimitedtechnological frontiers—there is a raceto gain control of a llthat is uncontrollable—all aspects of  nature  and human. The deep ecology movement,  along with Buddhism, has  much to offer for all those who believe in technology as salvation.  There must be public discussion about the impacts of technology, the values inculcated in science based organizations,   and sustainability.  By observing the ways of nature, this means not only the biological laws but also the pyschic and karmic laws of causality, and by understanding the law of natural diversity  sceince  and technological can  begin  to bridge the current spiritual and technological  divide.  The vastness and splendor of natural diversity is a testament to an environment in which forms find their highest possible development through mutually-symbiotic  relationships with all other forms of life.


I believe that this coming together of science and technology for non-economicpurposes must be fostered via progressive education about the environment.  In Siam,the Children’s Village School was founded over 20 years ago to develop the heart,mind,and will of children from very poor families.   The children live among nature and are taught to observe the wisdom that it imparts as well as enjoy the beauty and recreation it provides.  Every day, time  is set aside for the children to help take care of the animals, make compost, and participate in gardening. Time is also set aside for playing, and swimming in the river.  Many other schools have tried to incorporate environmental educuation into  their core curriculum and we are already reaping the benefits of having young people become active in environemtnal issues at the local and international levels.


On the agricutlural side,there must be a shift from producing high value export produce to  the production of goods needed for local comsumption.  The Assemnbly of the Poor, also in Siam,is a   community which value self-reliance in all  aspects and have created a settlement at the site of Pak Moon Dam. The protests of the dam and the settlement community that has arisen is largely due to the efforts of the Assembly of the Poor, an organization made up primarily of urban and rural small-scale agriculturists and manual laborers. They form the absolute majority in the movement. Non-governmental organizations, environmentalists, responsible intellectuals, students, and some individuals from the business community strengthen the sinews of the Assembly. 


The community has implemented agricultural, educational,and  youth projects.

1)A group was formed to open a traditional healthcare center that offers herbal sauna, traditional massage , and medicinal herbs to the members of the settlement;

2)Several community businesses emerged. Producing for their own consumption, only the surplus is sold, thus meeting the needs of the members and reducing the amount of money flowing out from the community. Income generating enterprises include the production of natural shampoos and dish-washing liquids, herbal teas and medicines, natural vegetables, microbe fertilizers, soy milk, and vegetarian food;

3) A youth environmental group was established; and

4) A preschool center that is run by volunteer teachers was built.

