Country report- MALAYSIA

The citation for Anwar Ibrahim

Anwar Ibrahim started his public career as a student and youth activist in
the early 1970's. When he graduated from university he declined several lucrative job offers, instead he established his own school to provide educational opportunities for poor school drop outs.  He formed the Muslim Youth Movement of Malaysia which under his ten year leadership emerged as the biggest NGO in Malaysia. His campaign to advance the interests of poor peasants in the north of peninsular Malaysia in the early 1970's resulted in his detention
for two years.

He decided to join the government in 1982 because he was convinced that the new prime minister Mahathir Mohamed was serious in his efforts to combat corruption and to establish social justice. He rose in the government from a modest position of deputy minister to Deputy Prime Minister as well as Minister of Finance.  Although in the government Anwar never compromised his idealism. In fact, he dedicated his energy in the government to advance his idealism, to formulate policies that succeeded in massive reduction of poverty, improvement in the quality of life and stunning economic performance. But Anwar's interest goes beyond economic matters. He successfully fought for greater government tolerance towards dissent, cultivation of openness, civil society and democracy. Malaysia is a multiracial and multireligious society, and more than anyone else in Malaysia, Anwar has contributed towards civilizational dialogue to encourage the appreciation of religious diversity.

All these contributions have endeared him to the people of Malaysia. But
Anwar is not only a man of action. He strongly believes in the power of
ideas. Thus he wrote "The Asian Renaissance" where his ideals on man,
society, and the future of Asia are powerfully articulated.

Anwar remained consistent with his ideals but midway Prime Minister Mahathir has deviated from his initial promises.   Anwar is in prison today because of what he stood for, his uncompromising attitude against corruption, his demand for reform to eliminate corruption, cronyism, and nepotism in the economy. Despite brutal repression by Mahathir, the reform movement and the establishment of an alternative coalition for democracy initiated by Anwar is set to transform the Malaysian politcal landscape. Mahathir continues to detain Anwar because he wants to
deny the demoncratic movement in Malaysia of its effective organizational leadership.

Thus it is crucial for us to express our solidarity for the democratic
movement in Malaysia and demand the unconditional release of Anwar.

Acceptance Speech
by
Dr. Wan Azizah Wan Ismail, M.P.
President, National Justice Party, Malaysia, on the occasion of the conferment of  the Human Rights Award of the World Festival of Sacred Music upon Mr. Anwar Ibrahim former Deputy Prime Minister, Malaysia.
              
              
I am deeply honoured to receive the Human Rights award on behalf of my husband, Anwar Ibrahim. Anwar has requested me to express his profound gratitude. He sees it as recognition of the sacrifice and suffering of thousands of fellow Malaysians in the Reformasi movement-the movement for peaceful change in my country - who have committed themselves to the democratic struggle for a just Malaysia. 
Anwar would have loved to be here in Chiang Mai at this World Festival of Sacred Music.  He has always believed that music, art and culture are vital ingredients in creating a more humane and compassionate world.
 
Sacred music, in particular, can help sensitise the human spirit to both the virtue of character and the anguish of pain.
 
Today, Anwar endures the agony of incarceration.  Serving a 15 year prison term, Anwar's tribulation is a tale that has been told over and over again in every clime and in every age.  In the struggle for truth, justice and freedom, there will always be men and women who will be called upon to forfeit their personal well-being, to surrender their liberty, even to lay down their lives.
 
Ajarn Sulak, for instance, Anwar's dear friend from whom my husband imbibed 'the spiritual richness' of Buddhism, is one such person who has undergone tremendous personal hardship in the struggle for justice and  freedom.  The inspiration behind this Festival, His Holiness the Dalai Lama, is another remarkable example of 'a simple monk' who continues his arduous quest for the dignity of his people and, at the same time, strives, in his own words, "for a more peaceful, more humane and a more beautiful world."
 
>From his prison cell, Anwar too has not ceased to dream of a more beautiful world.  It is a dream that he outlined in his Asian Renaissance 4 years ago. Some of the principles and ideals enunciated in that book have assumed greater significance in light of the financial crisis that has sapped the dynamism of a number of Asian economies.
 
"The quest for growth," Anwar had warned, "must always be balanced by a profound concern for social justice and equity." It is partly because they failed to maintain that vital equilibrium between growth and social justice that some Asian countries are confronted with monumental economic challenges.
 
A single-minded obsession with growth that benefits a small minority much more than the vast majority of the populace is not the only challenge. Corruption has become rampant in many societies in our part of the world.  Political oppression has robbed millions of people in Asia of their fundamental rights.  Communalism  is tearing apart the social fabric of a number of multi-ethnic states.
 
On the other hand, there is also hope on the horizon.  In the last decade, authoritarian regimes in a number of countries in Asia have been replaced by democratically elected governments.  Popular movements for freedom and justice are getting stronger in both authoritarian and democratic societies.  There is greater awareness within civil society in the continent of the importance of honesty and integrity in public life.  Inter-faith, inter-civilisational dialogue is becoming part of popular discourse in many parts of Asia.

This is why in spite of everything that has happened to him, Anwar remains optimistic about the future of his people and the future of Asia.  He is convinced that Asians will draw out the 'core values' of justice, virtue and compassion from their religious and cultural traditions and transform their societies guided by "a new moral vision for the world."
 
The challenge before us is to actualize that new moral vision.  Each of us in our own modest way should strive to achieve a fragment of that vision of a just, compassionate and peaceful world within our own lives and in our own settings.
 
This is what Anwar will try to do.  For though his body is imprisoned his spirit is free.  And it is that free spirit, inspired by the award you have conferred upon him today, that will pursue, with steadfast faith and unyielding courage, that vision of a beautiful tomorrow for all our children.
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